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Starting to broadcast 
in catalan again 
ENRIC FRIGOLA 
When Franco's forces entered Barcelona in January 1939 all the stations in 
Catatonia stopped broadcasting in Catalan. The author remembers how the 
occupiers only found one station broadcasting: Ràdio Associació. Shorrly 
afterwards it was renamed Radio España de Barcelona EAJ 15, a name 
which it was to keep for many years. 
From that moment on, radio went through a number of stages, during all of 
these it broadcast in Spanish. Catalan did not begin to emerge until the 1950's, 
although it is difficult to know at what time the vernacular became established 
on the radio. There are sporadic signs on county stations, plays in Catalan, some 
advertising, etc. Meanwhile the records of the "nova cançó" were coming out. 
The author underlines a very important historical date. On 13th December 
1976, Radio 4 appeared, broadcasting 18 hours a day in Catalan, from the 
very beginning. Its low-frequency signa! meant that it could not be heard 
outside a 40 or 50 kilometre radius of Barcelona. Free radio stations came 
afterwards, and municipal stations even later. In May 1983 the public body 
"Radio and Television Catalan Corporation" was approved, and on 5th July 
of the same year Catalunya Ràdio was born. 
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Ràdio 4 was born on 13th December 1976, in the midst of the democratic 
transition. It was the first station to broadcast totally in Catalan, following 
40 years of dictatorship. As the author recalis, it did so with the supervision 
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and help of RNE, as its controller in Barcelona was Jorge Arandes, "one of 
the most prestigious figures in Spanish broadcasting". According to 
Minobis, Ràdio 4, has been present at all the important events, providing its 
listeners with the necessary information about each one of them. 
A important competitor to Radio 4 emerged following the first autonomous 
elections: the Radio and Television Catalan Corporation. 
Throughout the article, the author analyses the aims behind the setting up of 
Ràdio 4 and how its stands today: a Catalan personality, not only that of a 
radio station "in Catalan". 
Today its leading role in the process of linguístic standardisation in the 
country has been recognised, within the política! context of the transition. 
Montserrat Minobis observes that from its very beginnings, Ràdio 4 has met 
the needs of a wide cross section of its listeners. The author justifies the 
existence and subsistence of Ràdio 4 for the good of democratic plurality 
and for that freedom of expression which is so often mentioned. 
102 
Radio during 
the transition 
XAVIERFOZ 
Passing from absurdity to reality, the author remembers the importance that 
radio had as a política! tool, from the first days of the Franco uprising. The 
radio talks given by General Queipo de Llano from Unión Radio in SeviiJe 
are remembered. On 6th October 1939 a decree pronounced that "all national 
and intemational radio information would be exclusive to RNE". 
Things changed following the approval of the political reform on Franco's 
death. Stations were quick to rid themselves of the obligation to connect 
with RNE for the midday and evening news programmes. 
During the years of the transition the press played the role of a paper 
parliament. Radio was an open, dynamic forum, which tried to reflect 
ideological plurality. Following the coup of 23rd February the "coming of 
age of the transition arrived". With it "radio recovered its important role", 
ANNALS DEL PERIODISME CATALÀ 
177 
